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AN ACT TO GIVE EFFECT TO THE CONVENTION BETWEEN THE GOVERN- 
MENTS OF THE UNITED STATES, GREAT BRITAIN, JAPAN, AND RUSSIA 
FOR THE PRESERVATION AND PROTECTION OF THE FUR SEALS AND 
SEA OTTER WHICH FREQUENT THE WATERS OF THE NORTH PACIFIC 
OCEAN, CONCLUDED AT WASHINGTON JXHiY SEVENTH, NINETEEN HUN- 



Approved August 2^, 1912 

Whereas the plenipotentiaries of the United States, Great Britain, 
Japan, and Russia did, on the seventh day of July, anno Domini 
nineteen hundred and eleven, enter into a convention for the preser- 
vation and protection of the fur seals and sea otter which frequent 
the waters of the north Pacific Ocean, which convention was subse- 
quently ratified by the Governments of the United States, Great 
Britain, Japan, and Russia and the exchange of ratifications thereof 
was effected on the twelfth day of December, nineteen hundred and 
eleven: Now, therefore. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That no citizen of the United 
States, nor person owing duty of obedience to the laws or the treaties 
of the United States, nor any of their vessels, nor any vessel of the 
United States, nor any person belonging to or on board of such vessel, 
shall kill, capture, or pursue, at any time or in any manner whatever, 
any fur seal in the waters of the north Pacific Ocean north of the thir- 
tieth parallel of north latitude and including the seas of Bering, Kam- 
chatka, Okhotsk, and Japan; nor shall any such person or vessel kill, 
capture, or pursue sea otter in any of the waters mentioned beyond the 
distance of three miles from the shore line of the territory of the United 
States. 

Sec. 2. That no citizen of the United States, nor person above 
described in the first section, shall equip, use, or employ, or furnish aid 
in equipping, using, or employing, or furnish supplies to any vessel 
used or employed, or to be used or employed, in carrying on or taking 
part in pelagic sealing or in sea-otter hunting in said waters, nor shall 
any of their vessels nor any vessel of the United States be so used or 

1 Public — No. 320. 
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employed; and no person or vessel shall use any of the ports or harbors 
of the United States, or any part of the territory of the United States, 
for any purposes whatsoever connected with the operations of pelagic 
sealing or sea^otter hunting in the waters named in the first section of 
this Act; and no vessel which is engaged or employed, or intended to 
be engaged or employed, for or in connection with pelagic sealing or 
sea-otter hunting in such waters shall use any of the ports or harbors 
or any part of the territory of the United States for any purpose what- 
soever. 

Sec. 3. That the provisions of the first and second sections of this 
Act shall not apply to Indians, Aleuts, or other aborigines dwelling on 
the American coast of the waters mentioned in the first section of this 
Act who carry on pelagic sealing in canoes or undecked boats propelled 
wholly by paddles, oars, or sails, and not transported by or used in con- 
nection with other vessels, and manned by not more than five persons 
each, in the way hitherto practiced by the said Indians, Aleuts, or other 
aborigines, and without the use of firearms: Provided, however, That the 
exception made in this section shall not apply to Indians, Aleuts, or other 
aborigines in the employment of other persons or who shall kill, cap- 
ture, or pursue fur seals or sea otters under contract to dehver the skins 
to any person. 

Sec. 4. That the importation or bringing into territory of the United 
States, by any person whatsoever, of skins of fur seals or sea otters 
taken in the waters mentioned in the first section of this Act, or of 
skins identified as those of the species known as Callorhinus alascanus, 
Callorhinus ursinus, and Callorhinus kurilensis, or belonging to the 
American, Russian, or Japanese herds, whether raw, dressed, dyed, or 
manufactured, except such as have been taken under the authority of 
the respective parties to said convention, to which the breeding grounds 
of such herds belong, and have been officially marked and certified 
as having been so taken, is hereby prohibited; and all such articles 
imported or brought in after this Act shall take effect shall not be per- 
mitted to be exported, but shall be seized and forfeited to the United 
States. 

Sec. 5. That the President shall have power to make regulations to 
carry this Act and the said convention into effect, and from time to 
time to add to, modify, amend, or revoke such regulations, as in his 
judgment may seem expedient. It shall be the duty of the Secretary 
of Commerce and Labor, under the direction of the President, to see 
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ttat the said convention, the provisions of this Act, and the regulations 
made thereunder are executed and enforced; and all officers of the United 
States engaged in the execution and enforcement of this Act are author- 
ized and directed to co-operate with the proper officers of any of the 
other parties to the said convention in taking such measures as may be 
appropriate and available under the said convention, this Act, or the 
regulations made thereunder for the purpose of preventing pelagic seal- 
ing as in this Act prohibited. 

Sec. 6. That every person guilty of a violation of any of the pro- 
visions of said convention, or of this Act, or of any regulation made 
thereimder, shall, for each offense, be fined not less than two hundred 
dollars or more than two thousand dollars, or imprisoned not more 
than six months, or both; and every vessel, its tackle, apparel, fur- 
niture, and cargo, at any time used or employed in violation of this 
Act, or of the regulations made thereimder, shall be forfeited to the 
United States. 

Sec. 7. That if any vessel shall be found within the waters to which 
this Act applies, having on board fur-seal skins or sea-otter skins, or 
bodies of seals or sea otters, or apparatus or implements for killing or 
taking seals or sea otter, it shall be presumed that such vessel was used 
or employed in the killing of said seals or sea otters, or that said appara- 
tus or implements were used in violation of this Act, until the contrary 
is proved to the satisfaction of the court, in so far as such vessel, appara- 
tus, and implements are subject to the jurisdiction of the United States. 

Sec. 8. That any violation of the said convention, or of this Act, 
or of the regulations thereunder, may be prosecuted either in the district 
court of Alaska, or in any district court of the United States in CaU- 
fomia, Oregon, or Washington. 

Sec. 9. That it shall be the duty of the President to cause a guard 
or patrol to be maintained in the waters frequented by the seal herd 
or herds and sea otter, in the protection of which the United States 
is especially interested, composed of naval or other pubhc vessels of 
the United States designated by him for such service; and any officer 
of any such vessel engaged in such service and any other officers duly 
designated by the President may search any vessel of the United States, 
in port, or in territorial waters of the United States, or on the high seas, 
when suspected of having violated, or being about to violate, the pro- 
visions of said convention, or of this Act, or of any regulation made 
thereunder, and may seize such vessel and the officers and crew thereof, 
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and bring them into the most accessible port of the Territory or of any 
of the States mentioned in the eighth section of this Act for trial. 

Sec. 10. That any vessel or person described in the first section of 
this Act offending or being about to offend against the prohibitions 
of the said convention, or of this Act, or of the regulations made there- 
under, may be seized and detained by the naval or other duly commis- 
sioned officers of any of the parties to the said convention other than 
the United States, except within the territorial jurisdiction of one of 
the other of said parties, on condition, however, that when such vessel 
or person is so seized and detained by officers of any party other than 
the United States such vessel or person shall be delivered as soon as 
practicable at the nearest point to the place of seizure, with the wit- 
nesses and proofs necessary to establish the offense so far as they are un- 
der the control of such party, to the proper official of the United States, 
whose courts alone shall have jurisdiction to try the offense and impose 
the penalties for the same: Provided, however, That the said officers of 
any party to said convention other than the United States shall arrest 
and detain vessels and persons, as in this section specified, only after 
such party, by appropriate legislation or otherwise, shall have author- 
ized the naval or other officers of the United States duly commissioned 
and instructed by the President to that end to arrest, detain, and de- 
liver to the proper officers of such party vessels and subjects under the 
jurisdiction of that Government offending against said convention or 
any statute or regulation made by that Government to enforce said 
convention. The President of the United States shall determine by 
proclamation when such authority has been given by the other parties 
to said convention, and his determination shall be conclusive upon the 
question; and such proclamation may be modified, amended, or revoked 
by proclamation of the President whenever, in his judgment, it is deemed 
expedient. 

Sec. 11. That from and after the approval of this Act all killing 
of fur seals on the Pribilof Islands, or anywhere within the jurisdiction 
of the United States in Alaska, shall be suspended for a period of five 
years, and shall be, and is hereby, declared to be imlawful; and all pimish- 
ments and penalties heretofore enacted for the illegal killing of fur seals 
shall be appUcable and inflicted upon offenders under this section: 
Provided, That this prohibition shall not apply to the annual killing on 
the Pribilof Islands of such male seals as are needed to supply food, 
clothing, and boat skins for the natives on the islands, as is provided for 
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in article eleven of said convention; the skins of all seals so used for food 
shall be preserved and annually sold by the Government, and proceeds 
of such annual sales shall be covered into the Treasury of the United 
States: Provided further, That at the expiration of the said five years' 
suspension of all commercial killing as above provided, said killing may 
be resumed under authority of the Secretary of Commerce and Labor: 
Provided, however. That the number of three-year-old males selected from 
among the finest and most perfect seals of that age foimd on the hauling 
grounds, to be reserved for breeding purposes, in each year ending August 
first, shall not be fewer than the following: In nineteen hundred and 
seventeen, and in each year thereafter until nineteen hundred and 
twenty-six, inclusive, five thousand. The Secretary of Commerce and 
Labor, or his authorized agents, shall have authority to receive on behalf 
of the United States any and all fur-seal skins taken as provided in the 
thirteenth and fourteenth articles of said convention and tendered for 
delivery by the Governments of Japan and Great Britain in accordance 
with the terms of said articles; and all skins which are or shall become 
the property of the United States from any source whatsoever shall be 
sold by the Secretary of Commerce and Labor in such market, at such 
times, and in such manner as he may deem most advantageous; and the 
proceeds of such sale or sales shall be paid into the Treasury of the United 
States. The Secretary of Commerce and Labor shall likewise have 
authority to deliver to the authorized agents of the Canadian Govern- 
ment and the Japanese Government the skins to which they are en- 
titled under the provisions of the tenth article of said convention; to pay 
to Great Britain and Japan such sums as they are entitled to receive, 
respectively, imder the provisions of the eleventh article of said con- 
vention; to retain such skins as the United States may be entitled to 
retain under the provisions of the eleventh article of said convention; 
and to do or perform, or cause to be done or performed, any and every 
act which the United States is authorized or obliged to do or perform 
by the provisions of the tenth, eleventh, thirteenth, and fourteenth 
articles of said convention; and to enable the Secretary of Commerce 
and Labor to carry out the provisions of the said eleventh article there 
is hereby appropriated, out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated, the sum of four hundred thousand dollars. 

Sec. 12. That the term "pelagic sealing" where used in this Act 
shall be taken to mean the killing, capturing, or pursuing in any manner 
whatsoever of fur seals while the same are in the water. The word 
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"person" where used in this Act shall extend and be applied to partner- 
ships and corporations. 

Sec. 13. That this Act shall take effect immediately, and shall con- 
tinue in force until the termination of the said convention. 



PROCLAMATION BY THE PBESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
PRESCRIBING PANAMA CANAL TOLL BATES 

No. 1225. November 13, 1912 

I, William Howard Taft, President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the power and authority vested in me by the Act of Congress, 
approved August twenty-fourth, nineteen hundred and twelve, to pro- 
vide for the opening, maintenance, protection and operation of the 
Panama Canal and the sanitation and government of the Canal Zone, do 
hereby prescribe and proclaim the following rates of toll to be paid by 
vessels using the Panama Canal: 

1. On merchant vessels carrying passengers or cargo one 
dollar and twenty cents ($1.20) per net vessel ton — each one 
hundred (100) cubic feet — of actual earning capacity. 

2. On vessels in ballast without passengers or cargo forty 
(40) per cent less than the rate of tolls for vessels with pas- 
sengers or cargo. 

3. Upon naval vessels, other than transports, colliers, hos- 
pital ships and supply ships, fifty (50) cents per displacement 
ton. 

4. Upon army and navy transports, colliers, hospital ships 
and supply ships one dollar and twenty cents ($1.20) per net 
ton, the vessels to be measured by the same rules as are em- 
ployed in determining the net tonnage of merchant vessels. 

The Secretary of War will prepare and prescribe such rules for the 
measurement of vessels and such regulations as may be necessary and 
proper to carry this proclamation into full force and effect. 



